Quotes of Note

· Pain, Perseverance, and God’s Purposes/Sorrow, Suffering,  

    and Spirituality

“Many men owe the grandeur of their lives to the difficulties they have suffered” (C.H. Spurgeon).

“Life is a mingled yarn, good and ill together” (Shakespeare).

“Those who have endured the stinging experiences are the choicest people God can use.”

“Who God would use greatly, He will hurt deeply” (A. W. Tozer).

“Participate joyfully in the sorrows of life.”

“Life does not have to be perfect to be wonderful” (Annette Funichello—former “Mouseketeer” suffering with debilitating MS).

“You who perceive yourself as weak and frail, with futile hopes and devastated dreams, born but to die, to weep and suffer pain, hear this: all power is given unto you in earth and heaven. There is nothing you cannot do. The truth that many people never understand, until it is too late, is that the more you try to avoid suffering the more you suffer because smaller and more insignificant things begin to torture you in proportion to your fear of being hurt” (Thomas Merton).

“To give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not ask for any reward save that of knowing that we do Thy will” (St Ignatius Loyola).

“Sorrows are sickly things and die, while the joys are strong divine children and shall live forever” (George MacDonald). 

· Hope

“The word which God has written on the brow of every man is hope” (Victor Hugo).

“All things are possible to him who believes, yet more to him who hopes, more still to him who loves, and most of all to him who practices and perseveres in all three virtues.”

· Faith/Spiritual Eyes/Vision

“Man cannot discover new oceans until he has courage to lose sight of the shore.”

“The ability to really see God is the ultimate sign of renewal, and to really see one’s neighbor the penultimate sign.”

“Never look to the ground for your next step, greatness comes to those who look to the horizon.”

“The best way to get people to think out of the box is not to create the box in the first place.”

“If your world does not allow you to dream, move to one where you can” (Steve Young).

“To the man of God, all nature will be but changeful reflections of the face of God” (George MacDonald). 

· Joy

“The serious business of heaven is joy” (G. K. Chesterton).

“I wonder how many Christians there are who so thoroughly believe God made them that they can laugh in God’s name; who understand that God invented laughter and gave it to His children. The Lord of gladness delights in the laughter of a merry heart” (George MacDonald).

“It is the heart that is not yet sure of its God that is afraid to laugh in His presence” (George MacDonald). 

· Beauty and Creativity

“Beauty is not only a majestic thing, it is also a mysterious thing. There God and the Devil strive for mastery, and the battleground is the heart of man” (Feyodor Dostevsky).

“Beauty captivates the flesh in order to obtain permission to pass right to the soul” (Simone Weil).

“Beauty is to the spirit what food is to the flesh. It fills an emptiness in you which nothing else can fill” (Frederick Beuchner).

· Wisdom

“God grant me courage to change the things I can change; the serenity to accept those I cannot change; the wisdom to know the difference—but God grant me the courage not to give up what I think is right even though I think it hopeless” (Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, after Reinhold Niebuhr). 

“A man cannot utter two or three sentences without disclosing to intelligent ears precisely where he stands on life and thought.”

“The difference between the almost-right word and the right word is the difference between the lightning bug and the lightning” (Mark Twain).

· Christian Living

“Christians remind me of children who want to look up the answers to their math problems in the back of the book without having to work through them” (Soren Kierkegaard).

“There are many people who speak to God in prayer, but hardly ever listen to Him, or else listen to Him only vaguely” (Paul Tournier).

“Everybody thinks of changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing himself. Our world is hungry for genuinely changed people” (Leo Tolstoy).

“ ‘I’ makes a perfectly terrible center for the universe.”

“The radical failure in so-called religion is that its way is from man to God. Starting with man, it seeks to rise to God; and there is no road that way” (J. Chapman).

“To hold a thing with the intellect, is not to believe it. A man’s real belief is that which he lives by” (George MacDonald).

· Relationships/Friendship

“The only service a friend can really render is to keep up your courage by holding up to you a mirror in which you can see a noble image of yourself” (George Bernard Shaw). 

“Without God we are too strong for each other” (Feyedor Dostoyevsky).

“Love changes everything: Days are longer, words mean more. Pain is deeper than before. Live or perish in its flame. Love will never let you be the same” (Sarah Brighton).

“If you live to be a hundred, I want to live to be a hundred minus one day, so I never have to live without you” (Winnie the Pooh).

“True friendship is like sound health; the value of it is seldom known until it be lost” (Charles Caleb Colton).

“He never said, ‘You must all think the same way!’ But He did say ‘You must all love one another, and not fight!’” (George MacDonald). 

“A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out.”

“Don't walk in front of me, I may not follow. Don't walk behind me, I may not lead. Walk beside me and be my friend.” 
“Friendship is one mind in two bodies” (Mencius).

“Friends are God’s way of taking care of us.”

“Everyone hears what you say. Friends listen to what you say. Best friends listen to what you don’t say.”

“We all take different paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a little of each other everywhere” (Tim McGraw).

“My father always used to say that when you die, if you’ve got five real friends, then you’ve had a great life” (Lee Iacocca).

“A friend is someone who knows the song in your heart and can sing it back to you when you have forgotten the words.”

“The wolf loves the lone sheep.”

· Unique Calling
“Use the gifts and talents that God gave you. For the woods would be very silent if no birds sang but the best” (Henry van Dyke).

“But indeed the business of the universe is to make such a fool of you that you will know yourself for one, and so begin to be wise!” (George MacDonald). 

“The man who was lord of fate, born in an ox’s stall, was great because He was much too great to care about greatness at all” (George MacDonald). 

“The things I know, anyone can know, but my heart is mine and mine alone” (Goethe).

“To be nobody but yourself, in a world which is doing its best, night and day, to make you everybody else means to fight the hardest battle that any human being can fight . . . and never stop fighting.”
“You wouldn't worry so much about what people thought of you if you knew how seldom they did.”

· Writing

“When you sell a man a book, you don’t sell him just twelve ounces of paper and ink and glue—you sell him a whole new life” (Roger Mifflin, protagonist of Christopher Morley’s classic Haunted Bookshop novels).

“Read, every day, something no one else is reading. Think, every day, something no one else is thinking. Do, every day, something no one else would be silly enough to do. It is bad for the mind to be always part of unanimity” (Christopher Morley).
